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ABS Water Co-operative

Annual Meeting

Wednesday, June 26, 2024

ABS office at 415 S. Jackson

Clayton, IL  62324

Registration: 6:30 pm      Meeting: 7:00 pm

If voting by proxy, please send in

By    June 14, 2024.

Proxy is included in this mailing.

Questions, call (217) 812-6339

ABS Water Co-Operative's mission is to provide

safe and reliable potable water to our rural members

with highly responsive service, consistent with the

Cooperative Bylaws, Rules and Regulations and to keep

the cooperative financially strong and growing.
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ABS Water Co-Operative Report to Members for Year Ending 2023
ABS Water Co-Operative is proud to serve over 2800 rural customers in Adams, Brown, Hancock, Pike and Schuyler counties.    
Operation Data:    In 2023, ABS bought approximately 192,190,000 gallons of water and had an accountability rate of 98%.   ABS purchases about 98% of its water from CCPWC and the other 2% from the City of Mt. Sterling, Village of Augusta, and Camden Littleton Water Commission.  ABS uses a self-reading billing system where the member reads, records, and calculates the monthly water bill by using a billing coupon book supplied by the co-op.  The service operators check the top remote reading against the meter pit reading each year for accuracy.  The co-op will record the meter pit reading if there is a discrepancy.     

Loan Payments:   Currently, ABS makes a payment BCSB in the amount of   $ 41,800 every month for its Phase 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, Office and SCADA loan payments.    
Trucks:  In March 2023, ABS purchased a 2023 GMC Sierra 4WD Extended Cab to replace the 2019 truck.   In January 2024, ABS purchased a 2024 GMC Sierra 4WD Extended Cab to replace the 2020 truck.   ABS pays for these trucks out of our Vehicle Account.   We do NOT borrow money for these purchases. 

SCADA:   ABS installed the New SCADA system for its booster stations and tanks developed by Microcomm/Richard’s Electric in 2023.    SCADA means Supervisory Control And Data Acquisition.   This new system with our current partnership with Beacon Meters allows ABS to obtain readings and flows from its 30 master meters, 3 tanks, and 2 booster stations via telemetry transmitted to the ABS home office.  
Maintenance 2023:     ABS has been and will continue to be in a maintaining mode for the entire system.  Again, this year we have taken care of erosion concerns and have dealt with multiple customer meter pit hose repairs    We are fortunate to have so many suppliers and plumbers to work with.  We do not rely on just one plumber or one supplier.  Because our service area is so large, we need to have plumbers available in different locations.  Therefore, it is a real benefit to ABS that most of our plumbers and suppliers have a good working relationship with each other.


The remote that the customer reads that ABS originally started with is out of date and no longer produced.   ABS has tried multiple remotes and currently we have been using the Hersey Remote which the service operators and customers like much better.  It has a cover which protects the read-out and is MUCH easier to read.   We will be replacing the customer remotes as they are needed.  

TANK  and Booster Station Inspections:  The Kingston, Siloam  and Hersman tanks were inspected in late Fall of 2023.    The Board will be discussing Tank rehab on all of these tanks in 2024. 
LIMA VILLAGE:   In 2023, the Lima Village/ABS project was installed.   Lima Village purchases water for the village from ABS Water Co-Operative. 

WEBSITE   ABS is very pleased with our Website page and we encourage you to take a look at it.   

Check it out at https://www.abswatercoop.com.


The Website has general information, current Consumer Confidence Report (CCR), a calendar of ABS dates, and an online pay option.   


ABS is now able to accept payments online with a debit or credit card.   Please make sure that you enter your name, account number, meter reading and payment amount when using this pay option.   You do not need to send in a coupon because ABS will make one for you in the office.  

            For each transaction, it will cost the customer $2.50 (Zero to $100.00 payment) or 3.5% of payment for payments above $100.00.  This fee goes directly to Bill Pay Company.   ABS only receives money for water related payments.   
Directors and Staff:  


ABS would like to thank all of our DIRECTORS who each volunteer their services to ABS Water Co-Operative.   ABS currently has two full-time Service Operators, Mike Pruden and Greg Liesen.  Our part-time Service Operators are Randy McCaskill. Dennis Miller, and Zach Webb. Meagan Mason is the Billing Operator and Cindy Keyes is the Manager.   Kevin Garnett of MECO Engineering Co., Inc., is our Engineer; and Lonnie Dunn of Dunn Law Offices is our Attorney.  The ABS board meetings are held at the ABS office in Clayton.  We invite you to the ABS office at 415 S. Jackson in Clayton, Illinois.








Board of Directors of ABS Water Co-Operative

ABS Water Co-Operative Districts

District 1:  Brien Ohnemus Serving the Adams County   townships of Houston, Keene, Mendon,  and Lima; and the Hancock County townships of Walker, St. Albans, Rocky Run and Chili.

District 2:   Dan Kirlin  Serving the Adams County townships of Ursa, Honey Creek,Northeast, Camp Point, and Columbus.

 District 3: Steve Vonholt,  President of Board.  Serving the Adams County townships of  Clayton and Concord and Brown County townships of Lee and Mt. Sterling.

District 4 :  Jeanne Yingling, Secretary/Treasurer,  Serving the Brown County townships of Pea Ridge and Missouri, Hancock County township of Augusta  and all  Schuyler County townships.

District 5:  Larry Burkemper,  Serving the Adams County townships of Liberty, Mckee, Burton and Fall Creek.

District 6:  Alex Dunker, V. P. of  Board.  Serving the Adams County townships of Beverly, Richfield, and Payson and the Pike County townships of Hadley, Barry, and 
Kinderhook.

District 7: Adam Evans Serving the Brown County townships of Elkhorn,  Buckhorn, 
Versailles, and Cooperstown and  the Pike County townships of Perry and Fairmount.

District 1 and District 6 are both up for election.

2023 CCR  (Consumer Confidence report)

ABS Water Co-Operative’s Annual Water Quality Report is now available at www.ilrwa.org/CCR/ABSWaterCoop.pdf  or you can find it on our website at https://www.abswatercoop.com .  To speak with someone about this report or to request a paper copy, call 217-812-6339.

	
	
	
	


	
	ABS Water Co-Operative  


	
	

	1980-83
	1984
	1985
	1986
	1987
	1988

	Form Steering
	Ph 1 Easement
	Started and
	Built Siloam Tank
	Ph 2 Study
	Ph 2 Study

	Committee
	Work
	Ph 1 Complete
	
	
	

	Ph 1 Study
	
	
	
	
	

	# ABS Connections:  0
	# ABS Connections:  0
	# ABS Connections:  50
	# ABS Connections:  289
	# ABS Connections:  294
	# ABS Connections:  298

	
	
	
	
	
	

	1989
	1990
	1991
	1992
	1993
	1994

	Ph 2 Study
	Ph 2 Study
	First ABS office in
	Move ABS office in
	Ph 2 Started
	Ph 2 Complete

	
	
	Camp Point
	Camp Point
	Built Kingston Tank
	

	
	
	Ph 2 Ease Work
	Rt 99 Installed
	
	

	# ABS Connections:  302
	# ABS Connections:  307
	# ABS Connections:  319
	# ABS Connections:  328
	# ABS Connections:  340
	# ABS Connections:  637

	
	
	
	
	
	

	1995
	1996
	1997
	1998
	1999
	2000

	Rt 61 Relocate
	Hersman/Coop
	Ph 3 Construction
	Phase 3 continues
	Ph 3 Complete
	Phase 4 Study

	Ph 3 Study
	Waterline Built
	Started
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	# ABS Connections:  718
	# ABS Connections:  845
	# ABS Connections:  850
	# ABS Connections:  1200
	# ABS Connections:  1350
	# ABS Connections:  1360

	
	
	
	
	
	

	2001
	2002
	2003
	2004
	2005
	2006

	Ph 4 Easement
	Ph  4 Construction
	Ph 4 Complete
	Ph 5 Easements
	Ph 5 Construction
	Ph 5 Installed

	Work
	Begins
	Ph 5 Easements
	
	started
	Ph 6 Study

	
	Phase 5 Study
	
	
	Plan new Building
	Built Hersman Tank

	# ABS Connections:  1450
	# ABS Connections:  1770
	# ABS Connections:  1825
	# ABS Connections:  1840
	# ABS Connections:  1880
	# ABS Connections:  2240

	
	
	
	
	
	

	2007
	2008
	2009
	2010
	2011
	2012

	Built Office/Main Bldg
	Ph 6 Ease work
	Ph 6 Ease work
	
	Ph 6 Complete
	Maintain System

	Ph 5 Complete
	SCADA software developed
	Painted Siloam tk(Inside)
	PH 6 80% Complete
	Tank Maintenance
	Truck Purchase (2)

	Investigate
 SCADA
	Painted Siloam tk(Outside)
	SCADA installed
	200 Add'l connections
	Line Maintenance
	

	# ABS Connections:  2280
	# ABS Connections:  2325
	# ABS Connections:  2339
	# ABS Connections:  2345
	# ABS Connections:  2580
	# ABS Connections:  2595

	
	
	
	
	
	

	2013
	2014
	2015
	2016
	2017
	2018

	Paint inside and

Outside of 
Kingston Tank
	Update and develop hydraulic model of ABS system
	Refinance Ph 2 Loan,   Continued SCADA training
	Pull more data fr SCADA

Purchase Generator 
	Relocate mainline in Brown and Adams to better serve 
	Power wash  HERSMAN TK.

ONLINE /CC PYMTS

	
	
	
	
	
	

	# ABS Connections: 2620
	# ABS Connections: 2670
	# ABS Connections: 2680
	# ABS Connections: 2680
	# ABS Connections: 2703
	# ABS Connections: 2717

	
	
	
	
	
	

	2019 Debt restructure.

Siloam and Kingston 
tank insp.
	2020

Restructure Loan

LBS/PBS Painted

Lima Village
	2021

Install New SCADA at Master Meters
	2022

Contracted with Richards Electric/Microcomm for SCADA Project.

Lima Village Ext Contract Awarded


	2023

Complete SCADA project.   Lima Village project installed.    Tank Inspections
	

	
	COVID 19
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	# ABS Connections: 2730
	# ABS Connections: 2754 
	# ABS Connections 2760
	# ABS Connections   2779
	# ABS Connections  2800
	# ABS Connections: 


ABS WATER CO-OPERATIVE:  RULES AND REGULATIONS SUMMARY
415 S Jackson St  Clayton IL  62324           (217) 812-6339   e-mail cindy@abswatercoop.com  website: abswatercoop.com

1.
All members must file an application (membership) or contract with the Cooperative.   The member will comply with and be bound by the provisions of the bylaws, and Rules and Regulations of the Cooperative, as may be adopted from time to time.  A member can request a copy of the By-Laws and Rules and Regulations by contacting the ABS office by phone, email, or through the Website.
2.  
All members must pay a connection fee.  (The members who have paid the $225 pre-construction fee have already PAID their connection fee.)  The post construction connection fee shall be the Cooperative’s cost of service meter unit and our inspector’s labor which is currently a $1000. 00 connection fee.  The installation cost of the meter (by a certified plumber) and the service line from meter set to house, buildings or hydrants are the responsibility of member requesting service.

3.
The member is responsible for the installation and maintenance of the service line from the meter into the building.

4.
Service from the cooperative must not be connected to any other water source in order to prevent contamination of the co-op’s system.  Each household  receiving co-op water must have a separate meter.

5.
Representatives of the Cooperative shall have the right to read and test meters, inspect pipe and perform other duties required for maintenance and operations of service.A.  Dog Policy:  ABS Water Co-Operative strives to make a safe working place for all its representatives and employees. There have been some issues with mean and/or aggressive dog(s). While ABS does not intend to harm a property owner's pet(s) without reason, ABS representatives and employees do have the right to defend themselves against bodily harm.  The owner of a dog which bites or causes harm to an ABS representative who is on the property of the owner of the dog for ABS Water Co-Operative business (including but not limited to appurtenance and line install, inspection, repair or maintenance etc.), is liable for damages suffered by the person bitten, regardless of the former viciousness of the dog or the owner's knowledge of its viciousness.  The owner is subject to a penalty fee and immediate disconnection of service if owner does not take responsibility for damages incurred by Co-Operative on behalf of a representative/employee. The Co-Operative representative/employee shall have all rights available to them not only through the policy of the Co-Operative but through 510 ILCS 5/16 et. seq.

6.
The meter shall be turned on or off only in case of emergency (e.g. water leak).  In case of water leak, pull up on the meter in the pit, and turn valve on meter off.  Inform the ABS office or service operator of the problem.  Unauthorized tampering with the meter or any other component of the water system is illegal and violators are subject to penalties.

7.
Members shall report any suspected tampering to the Cooperative.

8.
Members may not re-sell any water.

9.
Members may be required to pay a $75.00 deposit before water is turned on if determined to have unsatisfactory credit rating.  Renters are required to pay a $75.00 renter’s deposit.  These deposits are refundable without interest, less any outstanding balance on the member’s account, upon establishing satisfactory credit with the Cooperative or, in the case of renters, the renter moves off the property.
10.
Owners of property are responsible for payment of bills as well as renters.

11.
Bills received after the due date (the due date is the 15th of the month) are considered delinquent. If your bill is not paid by the date designated on the “Late Letter”, a service operator is sent to read your meter and a $50.00 service charge will apply.  If your bill is not paid by the date designated on the disconnect letter, a serviceman will disconnect your meter and a $45.00 disconnect charge will apply. ABS  has a drop box, but to meet a deadline date Bills must be paid inside the office during office hours.  Office is open Monday thru Friday between 8:00 am & 4 :00pm.

12.
Members must pay the delinquent bill – which included water use and penalties- and a $55.00 re-connect service fee before service is restored.   If a water purchase contract has been voided because of transfer rejection by new owner or signed a meter rejection statement, the cost to install a new meter in the existing pit is $800 or whatever the current meter connection fee is.

13.
There will be a $30.00 charge to have a meter tested if the meter is determined to be accurate.

14.
If ABS Equipment (meter pit, meter, remote) is damaged, the member or person responsible shall reimburse the Cooperative for the actual cost of repairing any damage arising from the member’s or person’s act.

15.
Bills should be paid to ABS Water Co-Operative, 415 S Jackson St, Clayton, IL 62324.

.


16.
The member will comply with and be bound by provisions of the bylaws, and Rules and Regulations of the Cooperative, as may be adopted from time to time.    A member can request a copy of the bylaws and rules and Regulations by contacting the ABS office by phone, email or through the ABS Website. 
ABS WATER CO-OPERATIVE-OFFICIAL MEETING NOTICE 

Pursuant to the provision of the bylaws, notice is hereby given that the Annual Meeting of Members of the ABS Water Co-Operative will be held at the new office on 415 S. Jackson, Clayton, Illinois beginning at 7:00 PM, Wednesday, June 26, 2024 to take action upon the following matters:

1.    Report of number of members present in person and represented by proxy to determine quorum.

2.   Reading of Notice of the Meeting.

3.   Reading of the minutes of the previous Annual Meeting.

4.   Reports of Officers, Directors, and Committees.

5.   Election of Directors for Districts*

6.   Unfinished Business.

      7.   New Business

      8.   Adjournment

Dated this  24th   day of  April , 2024                                 Steve Vonholt , President
If you cannot attend the Annual Meeting, Please turn in proxy below to the 

ABS office at 415 S. Jackson, Clayton, IL  62324 by June 14,  2024.           

PROXY FOR ANNUAL MEETING OF MEMBERS

ABS WATER CO-OPERATIVE                                     June 26, 2024
That as a member of the ABS Water Co-Operative, I, the undersigned, hereby appoint 
ABS member, _________________________, as proxy to vote in my PLACE at the Annual Meeting of members to be held at Clayton,  Illinois, on June 26, 2024 at 7:00 P.M.  (If you want, you can put your board director’s name on this line OR you can leave blank and we will give to the board director who represents your area.) 
I realize that it is my duty as a member of the Cooperative to take an active interest in its affairs and to exercise my vote in person.  However, as I find it impossible to attend the meeting in person, I have carefully considered the business which to my knowledge is to be acted upon, and I hereby ratify and confirm my proxy’s vote in my stead.    This proxy may be voted at no meeting other than the Annual Meeting designated herein or any adjournment or adjournments of such Annual Meeting.  This proxy shall expire and shall be invalid sixty days after its execution.

                       ___________________________________               __________



Signature of Member giving the proxy                       Date

CHANCE TO WIN $50.00 CREDIT ON BILL

Send this One Quick Question back with your proxy (on back of this page) to ABS Water Co-Operative (415 S. Jackson, Clayton, IL 62324) or email to ABS (cindy@abswatercoop.com) for your chance to win a $50 ABS Water Co-Operative water bill credit.   If you plan on attending the June 26, 2024 Annual Meeting at ABS Water Co-Operative - 6:30 to 7:00 registration - 7:00 pm meeting, just bring this page with you. 

What was happening in 1985?    Mark all that apply.

O   The average annual income was $23,620.   

O   A gallon of gas averaged $ 1.21 per gallon.

O   The postage stamp was .22. 

O   Super Mario Brothers Video game released ONLY in Japan
O   Coca Cola made a marketing blunder – temporarily changing its formula
O   Phoenix, AZ had 3 inches of snow in January

O   Back to the Future Movie was released. 

O   ABS Water Co-Operative sold water to its first customers.

O   All of the above.

Please print name and phone number below and send this page in to ABS for a chance to win the $50.00 ABS water credit. 

ABS Member

Name: _______________________        Phone:____________________

